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THEME: “The Power of Place.” 
How do you see the Constitution at work in your community? 



Civic Art Contest: The Power of Place – America 250 

As the United States of America prepares to celebrate 250 years as a nation, this milestone invites us to 
look back at the U.S. Constitution and forward to how it promises to continue shaping our lives. The 
Constitution is not just an old document. Its principles are lived out every single day and made visible in 
our local communities from the work of public servants to the places where important decisions are made. 

This project asks you to reflect on the theme: “The Power of Place.” This theme highlights that the 
strength of America’s 250 years is rooted not only in Washington D.C., but right here at home.  

Prompt: How do you see the Constitution at work in your community? 

Using the text of the U.S. Constitution as your canvas, your artwork should capture how the U.S. 
Constitution connects to your local community and is embodied in the people and places, and local 
government brings its ideals to life. 

All artwork is due by October 17th. One winner will be selected from each level: elementary (K-5), 
middle (6-8), high school (9-12). Winners will receive a cash prize (Elementary - $25: Middle - $50; and , 
and their artwork will be displayed at the James H. Quillen United States Courthouse in Greeneville.

How to Create Your Artwork: 

1. Use the Constitution text (page 3) as the background for your artwork. All artwork must be
drawn, painted, or designed directly on that page.

o No borders, frames, or backing—just the artwork on the provided page.
2. Your art should connect to the theme “The Power of Place,” highlighting how the Constitution is

visible in your local community and local government.
3. On the back of the artwork, bottom right corner, clearly write:

o Your name
o School
o Grade
o Phone number
o Teacher name and phone number

(No identifying information should appear on the front the front of the artwork.)

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS 
• Select the top 3 artworks from your school to submit for the contest.
• Artwork must be submitted to the James H. Quillen United States Courthouse in Greeneville by 

October 17th.
o Art may be mailed directly to the James H. Quillen United States Courthouse in Greeneville 

c/o Judge Cynthia Wyrick, Magistrate Judge (220 W Depot St, Greeneville, TN 37743)
o Art may be physically dropped off at the James H. Quillen United States Courthouse.
o If mailing or drop off are not possible, please contact:

(WYRICK_CHAMBERS@TNED.USCOURTS.GOV) to arrange a pick-up prior to 
October 17th.

• Winning artwork will be framed and displayed at the James H. Quillen United States 
Courthouse. If your student’s artwork is selected, you will be contacted with details about 
recognition and the prize.

o If you would like your students’ non-winning artwork returned, please complete the 
form below, and we will ensure the pieces are delivered back to your school.

FORM: https://forms.gle/k9J4GhgzSrQsfLVC9
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High School United States History I
Topic 1. Origins of the Revolution and the Constitution [USI.T1]
High School Elective United States Government and 
Politics
Topic 1. Foundations of government in the United States [T1]
Topic 2. Purposes, principles, and institutions of government 
in the United States [T2]

GRADES 9–10 READING STANDARDS FOR 
LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS: HISTORY 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE [RCA-H]
Craft and Structure
4.  �Determine the meaning of general academic and

domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or
economic aspects of history/social studies.

5.  �Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key
points or advance an explanation or analysis.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10.  �Independently and proficiently read and comprehend

history/social studies texts exhibiting complexity
appropriate for the grade/course.

GRADES 11–12 READING STANDARDS FOR 
LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS: HISTORY 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE [RCA-H]
Craft and Structure
5.  �Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is

structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10.  �Independently and proficiently read and comprehend

history/social studies texts exhibiting complexity
appropriate for the grade/course.

21ST CENTURY SKILLS
Civic Literacy
1.  �Participate effectively in civic life through knowing

how to stay informed and understanding governmental
processes.

2.  �Exercise the rights and obligations of citizenship at local,
state, national and global levels.

3.  �Understand the local and global implications of civic
decisions.

History and Social Science Framework
Grade 5 Topic 3. Principles of United States Government 
[5.T3]
Grade 8 Topic 1. The philosophical foundations of the 
United States political system [8.T1]
Grade 8 Topic 2. The development of the United States 
government [8.T2]
Grade 8 Topic 3. The institutions of United States 
government [8.T3]
Grade 8 Topic 4. Rights and responsibilities of citizens [8.T4]
Grade 8 Topic 5. The Constitution, Amendments, and 
Supreme Court decisions [8.T5]

GRADES 6–8 READING STANDARDS FOR 
LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS: HISTORY 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE [RCA-H]
Craft and Structure

4.  �Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains related to
history/social studies.

5.  �Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,
sequentially, comparatively, causally), including how
written texts incorporate features such as headings.

6.  �Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point
of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or
avoidance of particular facts).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10.  �Independently and proficiently read and comprehend
history/social studies texts exhibiting complexity
appropriate for the grade/course.

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT




